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OCCUPATIONAL SEGGREGATION BY GENDER -Anita

Occupational segregation means distribution of worker across and within occupation based
upon demographic characteristic most often g ender.

Itis also the separation of men and women into different occupation.

This most precious aspect of inequality in labour market since it is generally accompanied by
lower pay and worst working condition for women. It is most enduring aspect of labour
market around the world. It exists at all level of development, under political system and in
diverse religious, social and cultural setti ng. The seriousness of occupational sex segregation
as a form of discrimination is a fundamental right at work under ILO declaration and
fundamental principles and right at work.

Other type of occupational segregation included racial ethnicity and sexual orientation
segregation

Occupational segregation levels differ on the basis of perfect segregation and integration

Perfect segregation occurs where any given occupation employs only one group. Perfect
integration on the other hand occurs; where each group hold the same proportion of position
in an occupation as it holdsthe labour force.

Types of segregation

Gender Gender division of labour help to explain the hierarchy of power across gender in
socialist feminist contributes to this ideology through Marxist from alienated labour and mean
of production.

Horizontal segregation is difference in number of people in occupation. It refers to make a
limited opportunities for certain gender in a special professions and sector since they are
dominated by other gender.

Vertical segregation is dominance by the mean of highest status profession in both male and
female traditionally job. Vertically segregation means allow man to obtained highest paying
job and women to limited for certain jobs.

Race on the basis of race man and woman are selection the basis of skin colour and
geographical factors.



ntersectionality of gender in occupational segregation means that the two factors build their
own unique set of issue. Woman are treating to move segregation that man.

Cause of segregation

1

Individual preference: In the childhood student selection their jobs by their interest.
But in later jobs are selected on the basis of their personal choice person’s degree of
education the value they place on different occupation, their emotions in response to
world around them; and environmental restriction they have.

Educational disparities: women are less educated in professional subjected. They are
forced to select traditional subject such as art and teaching subject. Due to less
education women are segregated from higher paying jobs.

Work Disparities: employs can influence their pay disparity for woman in three ways —
1 power paying jobs
2 undervalue their work

3 direct applicants for certain job

Jobs search strategies: the women strategies for jobs search in different. The search
jobs on the influence of family society, duties and domestic responsibilities.

The jobs search is based on contact. The general nature of social life has to network
with smaller geographical reach, then man.

Effect of segregation

1wage gap: due to segregation of gender women gain less earn then man at same occupation
female salary is affected number of women in jobs on the other hand mans are not.

2 lost opportunities: the abilities of women underrated because of less
opportunities. The capable women cannot contribute because of not giving
opportunities.

3 Dependency on male: the earing of female is less so she has to depend on male
for their need. The male always dominant over working women or non-working
woman

Occupational segregation in India

Analysis of national sample survey office data (1970-2018) show that woman have largely
undertaken labourintensive, home based and informal work, concentrated and low
productivity sector. The proportion of ruler women working in agriculture fell from 88.1 in
1977-to 73.2in 2017 even as the corresponding decline for several men was 80.6 to55 over
same period, Kapos found that less than 91 of new gowning employment opportunities
generated in India’s 10 fastest increasing in primary and secondary education women
havesystematically lost out on opportunities in fast growing sector to an increasing demand



for technically skilled labour, and man having tertiary educational and vocational training

rules,

CONCLUSION

Vocational segregation is gender inequality in which man and women are separated by their
jobs. Jobs segregation mainly cause because of women are unskilled in some field so they
were bounded to a limited job. Nursing and teaching are determined best jobs for women.

In India the job segregation is also popular in ruler area women yet busy in agricultural
activities. By giving equal opportunities to women, they can also prove them better. They just
need one chance.

Suggestions
e We have to give equal right for all gender to prove them selves
* Confront gender stereotype by popular new media

® Increase mentorship and other effort to boast number of women in traditionally male
occupation and position of popular leadership

* Enhance diversity by altering hiring practice

e Strict policies against harassment issue

* Promoting work life balance

e Develop open minded atmosphere

® Educate everyone for unconscious gender bias

e Empower women



INFANTICIDE

- Anjali bhatt

Infanticide is the act of killing an infant, typically a newborn or a very young child (under 1

year) It is a deeply unethical and illegal act in most societies, as it involves taking the life of a
defense less child.

FEMALE INFANTICIDE

Female infanticide is the mode common form of infanticide, both nowadays and in the past.
This practice is mainly due to the fact that, in some cultures, males are considered to be

socially more valuable than women. Moreover, female infanticide is sometimes related to the
control of the population.

FOR EXAMPLE-: The UN world report on violence against children conducted among 1000

women in India revealed that infanticide was the causes of 41%of death among new born
girls.

Every year an Estimated 500,000 girls are lost to female feticide. The Indian state with the
highest reported numbers of abortions in 2021 was Madhya Pradesh and Gujrat with 23 cases
each. India has one of the highest rates of female feticide in the world.

Causes of infanticide in India-:

Infanticide in India, like in many other parts of the world, has various complex and inter
connected causes. Some of the contributing factors included-:

1-Gender bias-: Gender bias and a strong preference for male children in some parts of India

can lead to the abandonment or killing of female infants. This often rooted in cultural and
societal norms.

2-poverty-: Economic hardship and the inability to provide for a child may drive some parents
to make the tragic choice of infanticide as they struggle to meet basic needs.

3-social stigma-:Unmarried mothers, particularly in conservative areas may resort to
infanticide due to the fear of social ostracism and discrimination.

4-lack of awareness and education-: Limited access to education about reproductive health
and family planning can contribute to unwanted pregnancies and subsequently, infanticide.

5-Religious and superstitious beliefs-: In some cases, religious beliefs and superstitions may
play a role, leading individuals to believe that killing an infant an infant is necessary for
religious or cultural reasons.

6-Lack of healthcare-: In regions with inadequate healthcare facilities, women may face
difficulties during childbirth, and if a child is born with disabilities, they may be more
vulnerable to infanticide.

7-Legal restrictions on abortion-: Stringent abortion laws may lead to unsafe and illegal
abortions which can contribute to infanticide when children are born unwanted.
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India: Infant mortality rate from 2011 to 2021 (in deaths per 1,000 live birtha)
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Act on infanticide in India-:

Infanticide is addressed under various sections of the Indian penal code (IPC), with the
primary section being.

1-SECTION 300-: This section of IPC deals with the offense of murdered. If a person
intentionally kills a newborn child, they can be charged with murder.

2-SECTION 312-: Section 312 of the Indian penal code states that anyone who voluntarily
causes a woman to miscarry, except in good faith to save her life, Can

Be punished with imprisonment for up to three years, or a fine, or both, if the women is
pregnant and the miscarriage is caused when the fetus is developed, the punishment can be
imprisonment for up to 7 years, and may also be fined.

3-SECTION 315-; This section addresses the offence of causing death of a child by act
amounting to culpable homicide not amounting to murder. It covers situations where a as

murder.

4-SECTION 317-: This section relates to exposure and abandonment of a child under 12 years
by parents or person having care of it. It is a punishable offense to willfully abandon a child
under 12 years old, knowing that it s likely to cause the child’s death.



How to stop infanticide in India-:

Stopping infanticide in India requires a multifaceted approach, addressing the coot causes and
providing support to affected communities.

1.Raise awareness-: Promote awareness about the consequences of infanticide, including the
legal penalties, and the importance of valuing every child.

2.Education-: Improve access to quality education especially for girls, as higher literacy rates
correlate with reduced instances of infanticide.

3.Economic Empowerment-: Support economic opportunities for women through skills
training and job creation, reducing the economic burden associated with raising children.

4.Community engagement-: Work with local communities, and beliefs that may perpetuate
infanticide.

5.Family planning-: Promote family and reproductive health services to help families make
informed decisions about the size of their families.

6.Women's right-: Advocate for women'’s right and gender equality to reduce the societal
preference for male children.

7.Government policies-:Encourage government policies that support gender equality,
women’s empowerment and the protection of children.

8.Legal measures-: Strengthen law enforcement and judicial systems to ensure that those
involved in infanticide face appropriate legal consequences.

Conclusion-: Infanticide must be viewed against the political, cultural, social and legal
background of societies that treat women with disregard. We have to make people

understand that men and women are equal there should not be any kind of discrimination in
it.

Suggestion-: We have to reduce the financial burden on families, the eradication of the
dowry system could therefore potentially reduce the apparent preference of male children as
well as female infanticide rates. Anything should be started from our home & family we
should tell our children that there is no discrimination between male and female.



alarming rate In simple terms, sexual harassment can be referred to any sort of unwelcomed

SEXUAL HARASSMENT

-Hemlata
Bhandari

Sexual harassment is a problem prevalent in the nation which is increasing at an

’

uninvited action or behavior which caused discomfort, humiliation or distress to a person.

Sexual harassment includes-

Verbal harassment

Nonverbal harassment

Physical harassment

Visual harassment

Cyber harassment

Quid Pro Quo Harassment

Hostile work environment

Background: Unfortunate episode of Bhanwari Devi

v

In 1992, Bhanwari Devi, a social worker with the women’s development project of

Rajasthan government was gang raped by five men after she tried to prevent the
marriage of 1 year old girl.

The accused were arrested and tried in the court, but they were backed by the local
politicians.

The treatment received by her from local administration further worsened the
situation. Accused were acquitted from District and Session Court.

Ultimately a PIL was filed by woman Right activist under a common platform Vishakha
in 1997 demanding certain guidelines to be laid down for protection of women from
sexual harassment at workplace. These guidelines came to be known as Vishakha
guidelines.

Vishakha Guidelines were promulgated by the Indian Supreme Court in 1997 and were
superseded in 2013 by the POSHAct i.e., Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace
(Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act. The Act came into force from 9 December
2013.

As per POSH Act, there are 4 key definitions-

1) Aggrieved women- A women of any age, whether employed or not in a
workplace. :

2) Employee- A person employed at a workplace on a regular, temporary on daily
wage with or without remuneration.



3) Employer- Head of the department, organization, undertaking, or office.

4) Workplace-

(i) Any organization, department financed by govt. orlocal authority,
(ii) Any private sector,

(iii) Hospitals.

Objectives of POSH Act-

The fundamental objectives of the POSH Act 2013 are centered around creating a safe and
harassment free work environment.

1) Prevention of sexual harassment- The primary objective of the POSH Act is to prevent

2)

3)

4)

5)

incidents of sexual harassment in the workplace. It seeks to create awareness among
employees, employers and organisations about what constitutes sexual harassment.

Protection of employees- It provides them with a legal framework to seek redressal
and take action against perpetrators of sexual harassment.

Promoting gender equality — The POSH Act recognises that sexual harassment is a form
of gender-based discrimination and aims to promote gender equality in theworkplace.

Establishing a complaint redressal mechanism- The act mandated organisations to

establish an internal committee to handle complaints of sexual harassment. This
mechanism ensures that employees have a designated body to approach,

confidentially and impartially for reporting incidents of harassment.

Awareness and sensitization- Another objective of the act is to promote awareness and
sensitization about sexual harassment. It encourages organization to conduct training
program and awareness campaigns to educate employees about their rights, the
complaint, redressal mechanism and preventive measures.

Measures for discouraging sexual harassment at workplace:

Responsibility of the employer-

« Anti-harassment policies — The first step in this direction is the formulation of an
effective sexual harassment policy. The policy should be clearly defined.

e Involve management and staff in policy formulation- The policy formulation should
not be a solitary task, but it should incorporate the suggestion of the management

well as the employees.

« Creating awareness- Every person working in the particular organisation should be
aware of the existence of an anti-sexual harassment policy, the procedure to file

any such grievances.

Educating- All thestaff members and management should be provided regular
training and information on sexual harassment.

Be responsive- Taking timely actions reflects the credibility of the company. This
also sets an example for the people and can minimize the chances of such incidents



shortly. Along with the employers, the employee should themselves be highly
observant of the workplace environment.

Responsibility of the Employee-

All the staff members have a responsibility to —

* Follow the organisation’s sexual harassment policy.

e Maintain confidentiality to aid the investigation offer support to sexualharassment
victims and educate them on the channels to address their grievances.

® Avoid spreading gossip and rumors which may expose them to defamation action
or a claim of victimization.

Conclusion:

Sexual harassment damages the lives, health, financial independence, and opportunities of

countless victims, and costs businesses not only in legal fees, but in lost productivity, morale,
effectiveness, and talent.

Suggestion:

* Make it crystal clear that sexual harassment prevention is a management priority.

e Make sure that Employees and Management understand what sexual harassment is.
¢ Keep sexual harassment prevention training positive.

e Enlist employees in ensuring a harassment-free workplace.

e Enlist Employees as social influencers.

¢ Take swift and decisive actions as issues arise.



Gender role in society
-Kajal Rawat

A gender role is a behaviour expected of a female or a male in a particular culture,the attitude
and activities that a society expects of each sex

Gender roles is learned from family, guardian, elder sibling, and other role model. Learning
continues to take place in diverse situation.

Whenever a girl is given a doll and a boy a gun, it is manifestation of gender identity.

Gender roles keep changing relative to different cultures in their social , economic and
political domain.

For example-Men are described as strong, tough, and wearing dhoti or trouser, shirt- pant
(way of look)etc. while female are described as timid wearing saree, suit (way of look) etc.

Gender roles are also includes how both sexes should not behave, attitude and the way they
should not present themselves or look like.

The impact on gender role by various social organisation such as family, caste, religion, media
etc are explained in detail

1-family and gender role in societ

Society refers to group of people living in a particular area sharing some cultures etc.

The child learns its gender roles, primarily from the family. From birth to 5 years of age, the
child spend most of its time with his or her family members. The child learn gender
differences through interaction with his or her parents. Most parents dresses their children in
gender specific clothing, they give them toy according to gender stereotype. For example-girls
are given barbies, kitchen set etc and boys are given car, toygun etc. The early childhood
factors within home are significant for the children to learn gender concepts.

e R

All religions of the world, define the appropriate gender roles and norms of behaviour for men
and women in the society. However, religion portray women as homemaker and men as
bread winners of the family and accordingly prescribe the role and responsibilities for men
and women both. In certain religion, women might have been denied of their right.

Behaviour and practices to be followed by women as per religious belief
e Go to bed late and get up early ,husband is known god.

e Husband is to be respected whether he is agile and strong or weak and timid

e Infertility is a sin,



* Marginalising the widowed and divorces.

e The society admonishing those who violates social norms and tradition.
Religious responsibilities followed by men

® Protecting the family at any cost uplifting the status of the family.

e Being a role model for the children.

e Courage and leadership qualities.

® Earning capacity.

® Mental strength to overcome the problem encountered.

3-Media and gender role in society_

-l Bt L

This topic refers also to the relationship between gender and media, gender characteristics,
gender roles and functions portrayed by the media. These portrayals are capable of affecting
the attitudes and points of view of the general public. Over- looking the personal views on
gender roles and functions, even if we examine them in a broader perspective, it becomes
imperative to consider now and then the effects of attitudinal changes brought about by
media on the public perception of gender roles in the society.

For example, an advertisement in Indian television channels, presents a scene in which a
woman is portrayed as feeding her son, a well-- blown 'Poori' made out of a particular brand
of 'Atta' and her husband enjoying a television programme deflects his attention for a while to
look at his wife feeding their son; mother in-law of the woman is a depicted as appreciating
the act.

In UN conference ,held in Chinese capital Beijing all Nations were told to immediately stop the
continued projection of negative and degrading images of women in media communication.
Most of the media portray women as generally one who under takes the responsibility such as
managing home, taking care of elderly members in the family, fullfilling the needs of their
husband, remaining patience and self controlled, maintaining the home need and clean,
preparing food and washing cloth.

Women who fight against injustice and those undertake daring acts are correct rised as having
masculinity and an illusion is made that they are not lovable.

In media men are projected as one who is strong, aggressive and skilled in various
occupations, mentally strong and Brave,

We can cite cartoon pictures such as "SpiderMan", is an example which spread genders
stereotype in large scale. The media try to make all believe that these type of genders
stereotypes are "inborn".

Women will be portrayed as gentle and polite. However, in recent days media have startted
giving importance to women, as the gender stereotypes are deeply rooted in the minds of
people, they get transmitted to next generation,



Generally, in cinemas while a male character is shown as actively engaged in delivery dialogue,
the women character will be portrayed as passive listener man will be talking loudly and en
commanding tone while women occasionally speak, it appear as man word are final.

Women will be portrayed as gentle and polite. However, in recent days media have startted
giving importance to women, as the gender stereotypes are deeply rooted in the minds of
people, they get transmitted to next generation.

Conclusion: The Fluidity of Gender Roles

In conclusion, gender roles tend to change over time. It is important individuals have present
that the world was not always as they know it today, and the future can be completely
different. How the future may look depends on humanity and the way they think.

Sex Ratio in Uttarakhand is 963 i.e. for each 1000 male, which is below national average of
940 as per latest census. In 2001, the sex ratio of female was 962 per 1000 males in
Uttarakhand.

In India, the labor force participation rate among females is 24% and among males is 73.6%
for 2022.

Suggestion

Gender roles are beneficial as roles are distrubuted among gender.It is good to have gender
roles but it is not right to have fixed roles. Gender bias is undermining our social fabric and
devalues all of us. It is not just a human rights issue; it is a tremendous waste of the world’s
human potential. By denying women equal rights, we deny half the population a chance to
live life at its fullest. Political, economic and social equality for women will benefit all the
world’s citizens. Together we can eradicate prejudice and work for equal rights and respect

for all.



Gender socialization

- Mansi dhaundiyal

Gender socialization is the process by which we learn our culture's gender-related rules,
norms, and expectations. The most common agents of gender socialization—in other words,
the people who influence the process—are parents, teachers, schools, and the media.
Through gender socialization, children begin to develop their own beliefs about gender and
ultimately form their own gender identity.

Socialization

It the process whereby an individual learns to adjust to a group or society and behave in a
manner approved by the group or society.

Socialization is the lifelong process through which people learn the values and norms of a
given society.

Socialization essentially represents the whole process of learning throughout the life course
and is a central influence on the behavior, beliefs, and actions of adults as well as of children

Sex vs. Gender

The terms sex and gender are often used interchangeably. However, in a discussion of gender
socialization, it’s important to distinguish between the two.

Sex is biologically and physiologically determined based on an individual's anatomy at birth. It
is typically binary, meaning that one's sex is either male or female.

Gender is a social construct. An individual's gender is their social identity resulting from their
culture's conceptions of masculinity and femininity. Gender exists on a continuum.

Individuals develop their own gender identity, influenced in part by the process of gender
socialization.

Gender Socialization in Childhood

The process of gender socialization begins early in life. Children develop an understanding of
gender categories at a young age. Studies have shown that children can discern male voices
from female voices at six months old, and can differentiate between men and women in
photographs at nine months old. Between 11 and 14 months, children develop the ability to
associate sight and sound, matching male and female voices with photographs of men and
women. By age three, children have formed their own gender identity,



They have also begun to learn their culture’s gender norms, including which toys, activities,

behaviours, and attitudes are associated with each gender.

Because gender categorization is a significant part of a child's social development, children

tend to be especially attentive to same-gender models. When a child observes same-gender
models consistently exhibit specific behaviours that differ from the behaviours of other-
gender models, the child is more likely to exhibit the behaviours learned from the same-
gender models. These models include parents, peers, teachers, and figures in the media.

Children’s knowledge of gender roles and stereotypes can impact their attitudes towards their

own and other genders. Young children, in particular, may become especially rigid about what
boys and girls "can" and "cannot" do. This either-or thinking about gender reaches its peak

between the ages of 5 and 7 and then becomes more flexible.

Agents of Gender Socialization

As children, we develop gender-related beliefs and expectations through our observations of
and interactions with the people around us. An "agent" of gender socialization is any person
or group that plays a role in the childhood gender socialization process. The four primary
agents of gender socialization are parents, teachers, peers, and the media.

Parents

Parents are typically a child’s first source of information about gender. Starting at birth,
parents communicate different expectations to their children depending on their sex. For
example, a son may engage in more roughhousing with his father, while a mother takes her
daughter shopping. The child may learn from their parents that certain activities or toys
correspond with a particular gender (think of a family that gives their son a truck and their
daughter a doll). Even parents who emphasize gender equality may inadvertently reinforce

some stereotypes due to their own gender socialization.

Teachers

Teachers and school administrators model gender roles and sometimes demonstrate gender
stereotypes by responding to male and female students in different ways. For example,
separating students by gender for activities or disciplining students differently depending on
their gender may reinforce children’s developing beliefs and assumptions.



Peers

Peer interactions also contribute to gender socialization. Children tend to play with same-
gender peers. Through these interactions, they learn what their peers expect of them as boys
or girls. These lessons may be direct, such as when a peer tells the child that a certain
behavior is or is not "appropriate" for their gender. They can also be indirect, as the child
observes same- and other-gendered peers' behavior over time. These comments and
comparisons may become less overt over time, but adults continue to turn to same-gendered
peers for information about how they are supposed to look and act as a man or a woman.

Media

Media, including movies, TV, and books, teaches children about what it means to be a boy or a
girl. Media conveys information about the role of gender in people’s lives and can reinforce
gender stereotypes. For example, consider an animated film that depicts two female
characters: a beautiful but passive heroine, and an ugly but active villain. This media model,
and countless others, reinforces ideas about which behaviors are acceptable and valued (and
which are not) for a particular gender.

Gender Socialization Throughout Life

Gender socialization is a lifelong process. The beliefs about gender that we acquire in
childhood can affect us throughout our lives. The impact of this socialization can be big
(shaping what we believe we are capable of accomplishing and thus potentially determining
our life's course), small (influencing the color we choose for our bedroom walls), or
somewhere in the middle.

As adults, our beliefs about gender may grow more nuanced and flexible, but gender
socialization can still affect our behavior, whether in school, the workplace, or our

relationships.

Theories of Gender Socialization

Social learning theory

Social learning theory, proposed by Albert Bandura, emphasizes the importance of observing,
modeling, and imitating the behaviors, attitudes, and emotional reactions of others. In the
context of gender socialization, social learning theory posits that individuals acquire gender-
related behaviors by observing and imitating the behaviors of others, particularly influential



role models such as parents, siblings, peers, and media figures. Children observe how people
of their assigned or perceived gender behave, and they internalize and reproduce these
behaviors in their own lives.

In addition to the observation of behavior, learning also occurs through the observation of
rewards and punishments, a process known as vicarious reinforcement. ¢When a particular

behavior is rewarded regularly, it will most likely persist; conversely, if a particular behavior is
constantly puni

According to social learning theory, reinforcement also plays a crucial role in gender
socialization. When individuals display behaviors that align with societal expectations of their
gender, they may receive positive reinforcement, such as praise or rewards, which
strengthens the likelihood of repeating those behaviors. Conversely, behaviors that deviate

from gender norms may be met with negative reinforcement or punishment, discouraging
their repetition.

For example, a young girl who observes her mother engaging in nurturing and caregiving
activities may imitate these behaviors and be positively reinforced for doing so. Similarly, a
boy who witnesses his father engaging in traditionally masculine activities like fixing cars or

playing sports may imitate these behaviors and receive approval from his peers or family
members.

Cognitive Development Theory

Cognitive development theory, proposed by Jean Piaget, can be applied to understand the
role of cognitive processes in gender socialization. According to this theory, children actively
construct their understanding of gender through their cognitive abilities and developmental
stages.

During the preoperational stage (ages 2-7) of cognitive development, children begin to
acquire language skills and engage in symbolic play. They develop gender schemas, which are
mental frameworks that organize their understanding of gender. These schemas help children
categorize and make sense of the world around them, including gender-related information
and behaviors.

Gender schemas influence how children perceive and interpret gender roles, expectations,
and stereotypes. They guide children’s understanding of what is considered appropriate or
expected for their assigned or perceived gender. For example, a child with a gender schema
for “boys” may categorize certain activities, toys, or clothing as “for boys,” while categorizing
others as “for girls.” These gender schemas can shape their preferences, attitudes, and
behaviors accordingly.

As children progress to the concrete operational stage (ages 7-11), their cognitive abilities
become more advanced. They develop the ability to think logically and understand multiple
perspectives. At this stage, children become more aware of societal gender norms and actively
seek to conform to or challenge them based on their cognitive development and personal
experiences.



Psychoanalytical theory

Psychoanalytical theory differs from both social learning and cognitive development theories
¢t is not a learning theory. Psychoanalytic theory, developed by Sigmund Freud, is a
psychological framework that aims to explain human behavior, personality development, and
mental processes. It delves into the unconscious mind and explores the interplay between

different components of the psyche.

It suggests that some aspects of gender identity result from unconscious psychological
processes The psychoanalytic approach was founded by Sigmund Freud but its application to
gender socialization was founded by Nancy Chodorow.

According to Chodorow, when a woman becomes a mother, the most important aspect of her
relationship with any daughter is the recognition that they are alike. Thus, her daughter can
also become a mother someday. This special connection is felt by the daughter and
incorporated into her psyche, or ego. It is important to remember that much of this is
happening at an unconscious level. In contrast to the development of daughters, Chodorow
suggests that sons are influenced by the essential feelings of difference conveyed by their

mother.



TRANSGENDER

-Mansi Raturi

Transgender means someone whose gender differ from the one they were given when they
were born. Transgender people may identify as male or female.

Gender refer to the socially constructed roles and behaviour activities and attributes that a
given society consider appropriate for men and women.

Transgender people grow up identifying and wanting to express as member of another
gender.

Transwomen ( assigned male at birth identifying as female).
Transmen ( assigned female at birth identifying as male).

According to the Transgender person (protection of rights bill 2016)”Transgender person
means a person who is neither wholly female nor wholly male and whose sense of gender
does not match with the gender assigned to that person at the time of birth and include
transmen and transwomen, person with intersex variation and gender queers.”

ATTITUDE TOWARDS TRANSGENDER IN THE FAMILY AND SOCIETY.

Transgender community comprises of HJRAS, KINNAR, SHIV-SHAKTI, KOTHIAS etc. total
population of transgender in the world is =1% and total population of transgender in India is
4.88 lakhs ( census of INDIA 2011).

Only 30,000 are registered with the election commission.

According the Legal Policy website of government of India 99% of transgender have suffered
social rejection including from their family.

96% of transgender are denied jobs and are forced to take low paying.

About 21.7% of transgender are that their parent were tried to kill them and 41.7% are that
their parent physically punished them.

18% of transgender are physically abused and 62% transgender are verbally abused in school.
15% of transgender are harassed by students as well as teachers. Only 2% of transgender live

with parents.



According to NACO (2011) survey 41.2% transgender were not accepted by their family
member due to their gender status, because of it 48.8% transgender were drop out between

6™ to 12" standard. 18.4% remained illiterate.
EVOLUTION OF LEGAL IDENTIFICATION AND RIGHTS OF TRANSGENDER

The Justice Verma Committee report on Rape Law published on 2012 suggested alteration of
criminal laws to take cognizance of crime against transgender community. An Expert
committee was constituted in the ministry to make an-in depth study of the problem being
faced by the transgender community and the report were submitted on 27" January 2014

recommend the:-

1- Transgender should be declare as Third gender.

2- Certificate that a person is a transgender person should be issue by a state level
authority.

3- Change of gender either as male, female or transgender should be allowed to be
carried out on the birth certificate of the person after the age of 18 years or above.

In the landmark judgement Dated on 15/04/2014 delivered by Hon’ble SUPEREME COURT in
National Legal Service Authority (NALSA)vs UOI, the court made directions to the
government for legal recognition and protection of Rights of Transgender.

PRIVATE BILL OF 2014

Tiruchi Siva, a member of the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam ( DMK) party, introduced The
Rights of Transgender Person Bill 2014 as a private member ‘s bill in the RAJYA SABHA. The
bill was passed by the Rajya Sabha in April 2015,but failed to gain majority in the Lok Sabha.
The bill proposed for creation of NATIONAL COMMISSION WELFARE BOARD at the Centre
and State level for reservation in government jobs, pensions and unemployment allowances
for member of the community. The bill provided for right to self identification as Transgender.

THE TRANSGENDER PERSON( PROTECTION OF RIGHT BILL )2016

The Transgender Person (protection of right bill 2016) introduced by the government from the
concept of self- identification of transgender suggested by the SC judgement, expert
committee report and the rights of transgender person bill 2014. In 2016 -17 bill was sent to a
department related parliamentary standing committee on social justice and empowerment.
The committee recommend that the process of obtaining a certificate from the screening

committee be made as simple as possible.



THE TRANSGENDER PERSONS (PROTECTION OF RIGHT)2019

As per the 2019 act in order to get a certificate of identity, a transgender has to make an
application to District Magistrate. The certificate wii be issue by the DM without the
requirement of any physical or medical examination.

The act criminalised following offences against Transgender:-

1- Bonded or forced labour

2- Denial to use public places

3- Removal from their house and or village

4- Sexual physical emotional verbal or economical abuse

3- Measures to facilitate education, healthcare, housing and employment for tansgender.

LAWS PROTECTING TRANSGENDER PERSON

NALSA ~ on 15/04/2014 NALSA VS UOI, the court made directions to the government for
following purposes:

® Hijras, Eunuchs apart from binary gender be treated as third gender

PUTTASWAMY CASE ~ Justice K.S Puttaswamy vs UOI, the right to privacy was
recognized as a component of right life and a fundamental right. Right to privacy
include bodily autonomy, sexual autonomy and self — identification.

DECRIMINALISATION OF SECTION 377 OF IPC - In case of Navtej singh Johar vs UOI,
that a transgender must not be denied the fundamental human rights. The right to life,
liberty, the right to violation and exploitation.

CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 1973 ~ A Transgender person is subjected to the same
criminal procedural law of arresets, bail, summons, investigation etc.

SECTION 18 OF THE TRANSGENDER PERSON ( PROTECTION OF RIGHTS) ACT

This law protect all transgender person against any form of abuse such as physical,
verbal, emotional, sexual, mental and economical abuse by imposing the punishment
of imprisonment for a term which shall not be less then six months.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACT 2005 - This act protect all women including transgender
women against any kind of abuse by an family member.



AUTHORITIES UNDER TRANSGENDER LAW

NCTP - National Council For Transgender Person. It is a statutory body. Establish on 21
August 2020 by ministry of social justice and empowerment. Head quarters — DELHI. HEAD-

MR. THAWAR CHAND GEHLOT.

Regional member — LAXMI NARAYN TRIPATHI, GOPI SHANKAR MADUARI, ZAINAB P RIFAI,
SHYAMCHAND KOKCHITBOMB, MEERA PARIDA.

Expert member — RESHMA PRASAD, ARYAN PASHA, VIHAAN PEETHAMBER, C. GANESHDAS

CONCLUSION

The legal protection of trans rights can be more effective if speed track court are established
and special prosecutors are appointed to prosecute offences against sexual and gender

minorities.



LGBTQ+ Community

-Mayank Rawat

e Llesbain-L

* Gay-G

e Bisexual—-B

e Transgender — 1T

o ueer/Questioning —

The LGBTQ community is treated unfair and it is denied rights is shamed is victimized is
attacked and otherwise not accepted and it should not be this way.

Lesbian — L form is for Lesbian

*Lesbian are those women or girls who are attracted towards the same sex ( female to
female) they make sexual relationship between the same sex.

Gay - G form is for Gay

*Gay are those men or males who are attracted towards the same sex ( male to male) they
make sexual relationship between the same sex.



According to Supreme court of India in 2019, order to remove IPC Sanctions Act against them

and provide validity to same sex.

Bisexual — B form is for Bisexual

*Any males or females who are attracted towards both sex ( male and female) same or
opposite sex for sexual relationship is know as Bisexual.

Transgender — T form is for Transgender

*When they are born there sex is different but after birth the physical and hormonal
development in a body changes to different sex.

Example —if a girl at her birth time her sex is female but afterward when she grows due to
hormonal changes in her body she looks like boys as masculine body , she has beard etc.

Example - if a boy at his birth his sex is male but afterward when he grows to adulthood due
to hormonal changes in his body, he look like a girl as body changes and various changes

physically.

Transgender are peoples’, at the birth time weather they are male or female but here physical
appearance will change to opposite sex



In a society, if he is a boy but the physical appearance development appear in his body as
female, so he starts to wear like female dress up to accept it from the society.

form is for Queer/Questionin

*Queer are the people who don’t know there identity about there body and their interests or
there sexual interest, they have there own identity crises, they are in questioning staze and
unable to recognize there identity, they spent there time for finding about there interest and

there identity so that is why they are called Queer/Questioning.

"QUEER®

Most of people don’t know about LGBTQ Community.

LGBTQ community celebration month — “ The pride month “ June

This month is celebrated to spread awareness about LGBTQ community and to stop hate and
discrimination in a society amongst them and to provide rights and laws for them

*Pride month is celebrated to maintain the equality amongst LGBTQ community, this festival
is mostly celebrated in Latin American countries.

*As we can see in our society too about LGBTQ community there is various discrimination,
hate and violence for them, in our society peoples don’t like to discuss or talk about them or

see them, but these are the peoples as we are.



SOLUTION

We need to accept our LGNBTQ brothers and sisters
Human rights are a non-negotiable

Discrimination is a crime

Awareness — aware of who yor are, and how you are different from and similar to lgbtg
persons.

Knowledge/Education — persons in your community, state an nation, understanding the

laws and policies.

Action — The most important and scariest level, this step involves taking what you
know, and what you have learned and feel strongly about concerning LGBTQ issues and

helping to cause change in our society.

CONCLUSION

e We are all human and due to basic human rights.

e let’s be aware of everyone being hated and discriminated. No forms of hate or

violence are okay

e What if your child is born LGBTQ? Would you want them discriminated or
attacked? '

® Lets practice acceptance for our surrounding humans, who like us are just born.

» At the end of the day, you are not in control of the laws, decision of others or

change

® You are in control of yourself and do influence others and the future



Gender Sensitivity / Gender Sensitization

-Monika Gaur

What is gender sensitivity ?

Gender sensitivity is behaviour that avoids discrimination by understanding and accepting the
multiple differences between men and women.

Transgender - A transgender person is someone whose gender identity differs from that
typically associated with the sex they were assigned at birth. Some transgender people who
desire medical assistance to transition from one sex to another identify as transsexual.

It is @ way of thinking that focus respect and compassion for others regardless of there

differences.

Gender sensitization among children teaches them to rely on subconscious assumptions and
generalization and more on individual personality traits.

Need for gender sensitization

Women, men and the third gender (LGBTQ), play a key role at home, office and in society,
when all the genders feel empathetic toward each other, it creates a positive culture at home,

workspace and society.

Gender sensitization can lead to gender justice equality and inclusion.

Gender related terminologies

In order to sensitive individual regarding gender issues, it is important to first to understand
the differences between certain gender related terms.

SEX- Sex is biological as per WHO the term per refers to the difference and the physiological
characteristics of female, male and intersex person.

Gender- According to WHO gender refers to the characteristics of women, men, girl, boys that
are socially constructed.



These include norms, behaviour and rules associated with being a women, man, girl or boy as
well as relationship with each other, as a social construct gender varies from society to society

and can change overtime.

Gender identity- Gender identity refers to a persons deeply felt internal and individual
experience of gender, which may not corresponds to the person’s physiology or designated

sex at birth.

Gender Role- There are “sets of behavior” roles and responsibility attributed to women and
men that the culture defines it or appropriate for men and women.

Gender Stereotype- These are idea that people have an masculinity and feminity, such as
what men and women of all generations should be like and are capable of doing.

(1)For Example- Male stereotype include considering men as providers and protectors , man
do not cry.

(2)while women stereotype include considering women as the main care givers in the family,

restricting her to household chores etc.

Types of gender bias and inequality

Some of the forms of gender biases that are visible in the society are —

e Difference in wages or salary of men and women.

Colours used to decorate the room, types of toys and clothing styles for boys and girls.
Most of the time school textbooks show picture of women doing household chores.

Advertisement and films featuring women taking care of children whereas men going

out to work.

Women should have long hairs and men should have short hairs.
e Women are emotional and men are rational

e Boys and men should not cry



There are some simple things that we can do to increase this conscientiousness among

children are —

1. Be a role model

Children tend to mirrors the attitude and actions of elders, so we should use the
gender neutral language, taking turns with our partner to do different chores can

break the stereotype that contain activities are for a particular gender.

2. Let them do what they enjoy

When it comes to hobbies and curricular, we may so tempted to push or child in a
certain direction instead, let them explore the things that interest them and exposes

them to role models of all the genders within there fields.

3. Allow them to express

Many times have we heard the phase “boys don’t cry” or “it’s not lady like to short”?

At same point we seen to have assigned appropriate emotions to different genders, for
this reason it is important to keep children from internalizing their negative emotions,
it helps them to express their emotions in a healthy manner and can help them feel
more secure in their identity and in turn, help them empathies with the peers.



Government has taken several steps are -

e

Several steps and initiatives have been taken up in school education system
such as National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2005 and flagship program me
like Samagra Shiksha and the subsequent Right to Education Act (RTE)-

Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs) have been opened in Educationally
backward blocks (EBBs). Gender senitization is also done which include gender
sensitization module- part of in-service training, construction of toilets for girls,
construction of residential quarters for female teachers and curriculum reforms.

To bring women in the mainstream of political leadership at the grass root level,

government has reserved 33% of the seats in Panchayati Raj Institutions for

women, Capacity Building of Panchayat Representatives (EWRs) of Ministry if
Panchayati Raj is conducted with a view to empowering women to participate

effectively in the government processes.

Sex ratio at birth has improved from 918 in 2014-15 to 931 in 2018-19.

Female literacy rate has increased from 55.1% in 2004-05 to 69.4% in 2015-16.

Gender Budget has been made a part of union Budget of india since 2005 that
entails fund allocation towards programmes/schemes dedicated to women,
through this effort the government is continuously promoting gender
parity/equality with a focus on alleviating gender gap in all sectors and at all
levels of governance, As per the Gender budget statement, Government has
earmarked Rs 153326.28 Crores for FY 2021-22 to be used by the Ministries
towards schemes/ programmes aimed at reducing gender gap in all aspects of

social, economic and political life.



DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACT 2005

-Reshma

Domestic Violence (According to section 3)

It includes all forms of abuse or threat of abuse of physical, sexual, verbal, emotional and
economic nature that can harm, cause injury to endanger, the health, safety life, either
mental or physical of the aggrieved person.

Domestic Violence Type:-

1.

Physical Abuse: - This involves physical harm or the threat of it such as hitting, slapping
or pushing.

Emotional or psychological abuse: - This may include verbal insults, manipulation and
controlling behaviour.

Sexual abuse: - Involves any non-consensual sexual acts or coercion within a domestic
relationship.

Financial abuse: -This occurs when one partner controls the finances, refracting the
other access to money or financial resources.

Stalking and Harassment: -Persistent unwanted attention which can be emotional,
online or physical.

Cultural and religious abuse: - Exploiting cultural or religious beliefs to control and
manipulate a partner.

Causes of violence:-

4

2
3
4.
5
6

Addiction to alcohol

. Suspicious nature of the abuser

Low self-esteem of abuser
Difficulty in controlling anger
Dissatisfaction with dowry

Orthodox mindset of people

Why violence is tolerated:-

17

2

Dependent status

Gender inequality



3. Social tolerance

q.

Physically weak

Effects of violence on women:-

d.

SRS USRS WA N

Post-traumatic stress disorder
Chronic depression

Suicide attempts

Sleep disorders

Anxiety and stress

Effects on children:-

Domestic violence is a threat of life and health not only for women victim but it includes

children also.

1.
2.
33
4.

Low self-esteem and increased level of anxiety
Repressed feelings of fear, anger, guilt and confusion
Aggression temper tantrums

Suicidal thoughts and lack of trust

Lack of social competence

Who is covered under the Act

The Act covers all women who may be mother, sister, wife, widow or partners living in a
shared household. The relationship may be in nature of marriage or adoption. In addition
relationships with family members living together as a joint family are also included. No
female relative of the husband or the male partner can file a complaint against. The wife or
the female partner for ex- the mother in law cannot file on application against a daughter in
law but she can file an application against her daughter in law for abetting her is on to commit

violence against her.

Who can file a complaint:-

1.

2.

Any women who alleges to have been subjected to any act of domestic violence by the
offender or any person may file a complaint on her behalf.

A child is also entitled to relief under the domestic violence act. The mother of such a
child can make an application on behalf of her minor child (whether male or female). In
cases where the mother makes an application to the court for herselfthe children can

also be added as co-applicants.



Relief for women in the Act

The protection of women from domestic violence act 2005 is an Indian legislation that
addresses the issue of domestic violence and provides legal protection and support to women.

Some key provision of the act

1. Definition of Domestic violence: -The act defines domestic violence to include
physical, sexual, verbal, emotional, and economic abuse, as well as harassment. It
recognizes that such violence can occur within a domestic relationship.

2. Applicability:- The act is not limited to married women and covers women in various
types of relationships, including married, divorced, widowed and those in live in
relationships.

3. Protection orders: - It allows victim to seek protection orders that can prevent. The
abuser from committing acts of domestic violence. These orders can also provide for
residence orders which determine the place of residence of the victim.

4. Monetary Relief: - The act permits victims to seek financial support and compensation
from the abuser to cover medical expenses loss of earnings and others costs resulting
from the violence.

5. Emergency Relief: - It provides for obtaining emergency protection orders without
lengthy legal proceeding, ensuring immediate safety for the victim.

6. Counselling and support: - It mandates counselling and support services for victims as
well as intervention programs for a busers.

Conclusion:-

Domestic violence is a serious and widespread problem that affects millions of people around
the world. It is a form of abuse that seeks to control and dominate the victim through
physical, emotional, sexual, or economic means. Domestic violence can have devastating
consequences for the victims and their children, such as physical injuries, psychological
trauma, social isolation, and even death. Therefore, it is essential to prevent and stop
domestic violence by raising awareness, providing support and protection to the victims,
holding the perpetrators accountable, and promoting healthy and respectful relationships.
Domestic violence is not a private matter, but a social issue that requires collective action and
responsibility. By working together, we can end the cycle of violence and create a safer and

more peaceful society for everyone.



Nai Chetana -Pahal Badlav Ki Campaign

- Sanjana bisht

The Ministry of Rural Development has initiated the campaign "Nai Chetana -Pahal

Badlav Ki”- A Community-led National Campaign Against Gender-Based

Discrimination to commemmorate the International Day for the Elimination of

Violence Against Women across all the states of the country during November 2022. The
campaign is being organised as part of the Deendayal Antyodaya

Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission.

The goal of this campaign is to increase awareness of obstacles and prejudice
encountered by women at all levels among community institutions, rural communities,
and government agencies throughout the course of the next five years.

Gender based violence

The National Crime Records Bureau's (NCRB) 'Crime in India 2021' report indicates
that India registered 31,677 cases of rape in 2021 - an average 86 daily - while nearly
49 cases of crime against women were lodged every single hour. The number of rape
cases in 2020 was 28,046, while it was 32,033 in 2019.

Impacts of Violence Against Women

@
It has a significant negative impact on women's physical, sexual, and reproductive
health as well as their emotional and behavioural well-being, preventing them from

reaching their full potential.
# Women's capacity to actively participate in all types of social and
political interactions on an equal basis is impacted by violence and the

threat of violence.
° The employment rates and economic empowerment of women are

impacted by domestic abuse and workplace harassment. Girls' educational
prospects and accomplishments are hampered by sexual harassment.

What can be done to Eliminate Gender Based Violence?

° Numerous studies have demonstrated that one of the most effective ways
to eradicate GBV is to involve entire communities in its recognition, treatment,
and prevention.

s Gender-based violence (GBV) can be eradicated with the help of society,
the government, and people working together.

s One of the most crucial methods of locating and helping victims is to
educate about gender-based violence.

. The media is an important vehicle for bringing GBV to light,

publicising solutions, educating policymakers, and enlightening the general



public on their legal rights and how to identify and solve GBV.
. The role of school systems in preventing GBV is crucial. All of the
following can be used to spread the message that violence is wrong and can be

avoided : regular curricula,
e sexuality education, school counseiling programs, and school health services.

International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women

Women's rights activists have observed 25 November as a day against

gender-based violence since 1981. This date was selected to honour the Mirabal
sisters, three political activists from the Dominican Republic who were brutally
murdered in 1960 by order of the country’s ruler, Rafael Trujillo (1930-1961).

On 20 December 1993, the United Nations (UN) General Assembly adopted the
Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, paving the path towards
eradicating violence against women and girls worldwide.

Finally, on 7 February 2000, the UN General Assembly adopted resolution, officially
designating 25 November as the International day for the Elimination of Violence
Against Women and in doing so, inviting governments, international organizations as
well as NGOs to join together and organize activities designed to raise public awareness

of the issue every year on that date.

India’s campaign for elimination of Violence Against Women
A month-long campaign titled, “Nai Chetna-Pahal Badlav Ki” with the theme of
‘Elimination of Gender-Based Violence’ is being conducted as a 'Jan Andolan'
(people's movement) in all the States/UTs of the country. In 2022, the campaign is
being held from 25th November to 23rd of December, 2022.
This will be an annual campaign focusing on specific gender issues each year. The focus
area of the campaign for 2022 is Gender Based Violence.
This campaign will be implemented by all states in collaboration with Civil Society
Organizations (CSO) partners, and actively executed by all levels including the
State, District, Block engaging the Community Institutions along with the extended

community



Campaign will also bring together all line departments and stakeholders to create a
concerted effort in acknowledging, identifying and addressing issues of violence. Over
the years this campaign will incorporate an intersectional approach deepening the
understanding of gender and generating relevance and ownership in all departments

and verticals with a multisectoral approach.

As part of the campaign, there will be knowledge workshops, leadership training,
seminars on sexual violence and redressal mechanisms.
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Homosexual Marriage

-Sakshi Kala

Same-sex marriage, also known as gay marriage, is the marriage of two people of the same
legal sex. As of 2023, marriage between same-sex couples is legally performed and recognized
in 35 countries,with a total population of 1.4 billion people (17% of the world's population). The
most recent country to legalise same-sex marriage was Nepal. It will become legal in a 36th
country, Estonia, on 1 January 2024.

Adoption rights are not necessarily covered, though most states with same-sex marriage allow
those couples to jointly adopt as other married couples can. In contrast, 35 countries (as of
2023) have definitions of marriage in their constitutions that prevent ma rriage between
couples of the same sex, most enacted in recent decades as a preventative measure. Some
other countries have constitutionally mandated Islamic law, which is generally interpreted as
prohibiting marriage between same-sex couples. In six of the former and most of the latter,
homosexuality itself is criminalized. There are records of marriage between men dating back to
the first century.lt is legally recognized in a large majority of the world's developed
democracies; notable exceptions are Italy, Japan, South Korea, Greece and the Czech Republic.
It is not yet recognized in any of the world's Islamic polities. Some countries, such as China and
Russia, restrict advocacy for same-sex marriage.

The first same-sex couple to be married legally in modern times were Michael McConnell and
Jack Baker in 1971 in the United States; they were married in the county of Blue Earth County,
Minnesota.The first law providing for marriage equality between same-sex and opposite-sex
couples was passed in the continental Netherlands in 2000 and took effect on 1 April 2001.The
application of marriage law equally to same-sex and opposite-sex couples has varied by
jurisdiction, and has come about through legislative change to marriage law, court rulings based
on constitutional guarantees of equality, recognition that marriage of same-sex couples is
allowed by existing marriage law, and by direct popular vote, such as through referendums and
initiatives.The most prominent supporters of same-sex marriage are the world's major medical
and scientific communities, along with human rights and civil rights organizations, while its
most prominent opponents are religious fundamentalist groups. Polls consistently show
continually rising support for the recognition of same-sex marriage in all developed
democracies and in some developing countries,



Scientific studies show that the financial, psychological, and physical well-being of gay people
are enhanced by marriage, and that the children of same-sex parents benefit from being raised
by married same-sex couples within a marital union that is recognized by law and supported by
societal institutions. Social science research indicates that the exclusion of same-sex couples
from marriage stigmatizes and invites public discrimination against gay and lesbian people, with
research repudiating the notion that either civilization or viable social orders depend upon
restricting marriage to heterosexuals.Same-sex marriage can provide those in committed same-
sex relationships with relevant government services and make financial demands on them
comparable to that required of those in opposite-sex marriages, and also gives them legal
protections such as inheritance and hospital visitation rights.Opposition is based on claims such
as that homosexuality is unnatural and abnormal, that the recognition of same-sex unions will
promote homosexuality in society, and that children are better off when raised by opposite-sex
couples. These claims are refuted by scientific studies, which show that homosexuality is a
natural and normal variation in human sexuality, that sexual orientation is not a choice, and
that children of same-sex couples fare just as well as the children of opposite-sex couples.

The first same-sex couple to be married legally in modern times were Michael McConnell and
Jack Baker in 1971, in Hennepin County, Minnesota.[50] Historians variously trace the beginning
of the modern movement in support of same-sex marriage to anywhere from around the 1980s
to the 1990s. In the United States, same-sex marriage became an official request of gay rights
movement after the Second National March on Washington for Lesbian and Gay Rights in 1987.

In 1989, Denmark became the first country to legally recognize a relationship for same-sex
couples, establishing registered partnerships, which gave those in same-sex relationships "most
rights of married heterosexuals, but not the right to adopt or obtain joint custody of a child".In
2001, the continental Netherlands became the first country to broaden marriage laws to
include same-sex couples.Since then, same-sex marriage has been established by law in 34
other countries, including most of the Americas and Western Europe. Yet its spread has been
uneven — South Africa is the only country in Africa to take the step; Taiwan and Nepal the only

two in Asia.



What is the Observation of the Supreme Court (SC)?

Against Constitutional Validity:

A five-judge Constitution Bench of the apex court headed by Chief Justice of India ruled in a 3:2
verdict against giving constitutional validity to same-sex marriages.

Domain Of Parliament:

The CJI, in his opinion, concludes that the court can neither strike down or read words into the
Special Marriage Act (SMA) 1954 to include same sex members within the ambit of the SMA
1954.The top court said it is for Parliament and state Legislature to formulate laws on it.

Other Observations:
However, at the same time, the SC says the relationship of marriage is not a static one.
SC holds that queer persons have an equal right and freedom to enter into a “union”.

All five judges on the Bench, agreed that there is no fundamental right to marry under the
Constitution.

What is the Legality of Same-Sex Marriages in India?

The right to marry is not expressly recognized either as a fundamental or constitutional right
under the Indian Constitution but a statutory right.

Though marriage is regulated through various statutory enactments, its recognition as a
fundamental right has only developed through judicial decisions of India’s Supreme Court. Such
declaration of law is binding on all courts throughout India under Article 141 of the

Constitution.

Earlier Views of Supreme Court on Same-Sex Marriages:

Marriage as a Fundamental Right (ShafinJahan v. Asokan K.M. and others 2018):



While referring to Article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Right and the Puttaswamy
case, the SC held that the right to marry a person of one’s choice is integral to Article 21 of the
Constitution.

Article 16 (2) in the Indian constitution provides that there cannot be any discrimination on
grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth, residence or any of them.

The right to marry is intrinsic to the liberty which the Constitution guarantees as a fundamental
right, as the ability of each individual to take decisions on matters central to the pursuit of
happiness. Matters of belief and faith, including whether to believe are at the core of
constitutional liberty.



Devadasi System

-Vikas Badoni

Devadasi is a name given to a girl ‘dedicated’ to a deity in a temple for worship and service of
the deity for the rest of her life. This was prominent in southern and parts of western India.

The dedication of the girl takes place in a ceremony similar to marriage and is called
‘pottukattu’.

Devadasi System — Origin & Background

This tradition dates back to the sixth century where young girls were married to the deity, after
which they would act as the temple caretakers and perform all rituals, including dance and
music in the honor of the deity.

Originally, the girls learned and practised the arts like Bharathanatyam, Odissi or other classical
dance forms, apart from taking care of the temple and engaging in rituals.

They traditionally enjoyed a high status in society as music and dance were integral parts of
worship in temples. They were considered auspicious as they were committed to the deity.

Later, after the involvement of Mughals and Britishers in the country, many temples were
broken and their status in the society deteriorated and they were being exploited and

degraded. The children of the Devadasis were also made to learn music or were dedicated to
the temples.

It is one such practice which is illegally being done in a few parts of India till date.



Causes for Devadasi Tradition Prevalent in India

In India, there still are a few states which continue to practise the Devadasi tradition despite

the Supreme Court orders to abolish this system.

Itis a religious belief that if a family devotes their daughter, it would make the deity happy and
bless the family. This is one of the biggest reasons why people still choose to practise this

tradition

Since in the earlier times, Devadasis were given a higher status in the society, many
economically weak families believe that devoting their daughters will improve their social

status

Even after strict orders from the Supreme Court to abolish this practice, certain states have not
yet enforced laws or acts to prevent the Devadasi culture

Superstitious beliefs and the continuation of lineage is another cause for the present existence

of the tradition

Devadasi System ~ Laws & Offences

Kerala-based NGO, S.L. Foundation had borough to the notice of the judiciary the existence of
this practise in multiple parts of the country. In was in 2016 that the Supreme Court had
ordered the states to implement strict laws to completely abolish the system.

The following laws have been passed to stop the Devadasis tradition:

Bombay Devadasi Protection Act, 1934

Madras Devadasi (Prevention of Dedication) Act of 1947



Karnataka Devadasi (Prohibition of Dedication) Act, 1982
Andhra Pradesh Devadasi (Prohibition of Dedication) Act, 1988
Maharashtra Devadasi (Abolition of Dedication) Act, 2006

Juvenile Justice Act 2015 () Act)

To stop abandoning young girls in name of a tradition for sexual exploitation and prostitution,
Immoral Traffic Prevention Act, 1956 (ITPA Act) and Trafficking of Persons (Prevention,

Protection, and Rehabilitation) Bill 2018

Abolition of Devadasi System — Challenges

To completely remove the tradition from society, there are certain challenges which are being
faced by the law-enforcing authorities. These include:

Lack of awareness of this ill tradition in the name of religious practice. People are not
completely aware of how this system is illegal and a punishable offence

Since it is considered a tradition, people are not willing to accept the abuse faced by a girl as a
result of this system. It is still believed to bring a blessing to the family performing the devotion

Lack of legal actions is also a challenge which has been faced. People do not report cases which

ultimately leads to ignorance of such issues

Law enforcement is not very strict
The Devadasis themselves do not register complaints against their families and accept the social
pressure

Educating the lower and economically backward sections of the society is one of the first
initiatives which must be taken into consideration for completely removing this malpractice.



Devadasi System — Moving Forward

The Department of Women and Child Development must conduct regular surveys to check the
prevalence of this tradition provide rehabilitation to the young girls affected. They must also
promote employment opportunities for the Devadasi women for a better future of their

children

Devadasis cases must be brought under the purview of IPC and the authorities must try
spreading awareness of the existence of this practice

Steps must be taken to educate the children of the affected women

Reforms must be brought in to completely put an end to the malpractice
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